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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To provide the Cabinet Member with an update on the outcome of the design and 
consultation stage of the Blythe Valley Park to Monkspath and Dorridge Active Travel 
Routes and to seek approval to progress: 

(a) The phased construction of the route between Blythe Valley Park and 
Monkspath along the A34 Stratford Road connecting to Monkspath Hall Road 
Roundabout.  

(b) Future construction of Phases 2, 3 and 4 depending on the availability of 
funding; and 

(c) A minimum of 12-months temporary trial closure of Gate Lane, to allow safe 
active travel.  

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 Cabinet Member is asked to: 

(a) Note the contents of the report relating to the consultation undertaken between 
4th July 2022 and 5th August 2022 



 

 
 

(b) Approve the future construction of phases 1, 2, 4 and 3 (in that order of priority 
and depending on the availability of funding) 

(c) Approve the closure of Gate Lane on a temporary trial basis, for a minimum of 
12 months, to monitor and evaluate impacts. 

3. Matters for Consideration  

3.1 Context 

3.1.1 The connection between Blythe Valley Park (BVP), Monkspath and Dorridge aims to 
enhance opportunities for active travel by promoting safe and accessible routes for 
walking and cycling. The design principles embrace accessibility for all by making 
routes coherent, direct, safe, comfortable, and attractive. This project will be funded 
through contributions from a Section 106 agreement with IM Properties who are the 
developers of Blythe Valley Park. 

3.1.2 The Monkspath routes are planned to connect with existing and recently constructed 
walking and cycling schemes such as Wildlife Ways and support the Local Cycling 
and Walking Infrastructure Plan proposals.  

3.2 Funding   

3.2.1 £790,000 has been secured through a Section 106 towards the cost of providing the 
cycleway improvements to connect a cycle link to Monkspath and to Dorridge 
(inclusive of all design and contingency costs).   

3.2.2 Cabinet Member approval of the funding was included as part of the Asset 
Management and Service Priorities 2022/2023 report at the Environment and 
Infrastructure Cabinet Portfolio Holder meeting on 14th February 2022. 

3.3 Consultation  

3.3.1 The Blythe Valley Park – Active Travel Route consultation period ran from 4th July 
2022 to 5th August 2022.  

3.3.2 Consultation was undertaken through a series of platforms, including web-based 
surveys using CommonPlace (a dedicated web portal), letter drops, face to face 
events and a number of engagement activities through traditional and social media 
platforms. 

3.3.3 The CommonPlace consultation attracted 497 unique contributions and 38 written 
responses for the Dorridge proposals. The Monkspath route attracted 313 unique 
contributions and no written responses regarding the Monkspath proposals. In total 
there were 4,659 visitors to the website during the consultation period.  

3.3.4 The face-to-face consultation held at Monkspath Junior & Infant School had 54 
members of the public attend; of these 6 recorded their comments. The Dorridge 
consultation was held at St Philips Church Centre in Dorridge and attracted 
approximately 100 members of the public, of which 11 recorded their comments. In 
addition to this, ‘drop in’ sessions were held in Monkspath and Dorridge.   



 

 
 

3.3.5 The schemes were presented for the following locations (see Appendix A): 

• Blythe Valley Park to Monkspath (Phase 1 – 4) 

1) Phase 1:  Blythe Valley Park to Monkspath, incorporating the eastern side of 

the A34 (Stratford Road) from Huskisson Way to Monkspath Hall Road.  

Phase 1 of the route is required to enable future phase’s (2, 3 and 4) to be 

constructed.   

2) Phase 2: A34 (Stratford Road) to Monkspath Hall Road, incorporating Hay 

Lane to connect Frankholmes Drive/Monkspath Hall Road.  

 

3) Phase 3: A34 (Stratford Road) to Stanbrook Road, incorporating Frankholmes 

Drive to connect to existing Wildlife Way routes.  

 

4) Phase 4:  A34 (Stratford Road to Monkspath Hall Road) onwards to Costa 

Coffee (opposite Dog Kennel Lane).  

• Blythe Valley Park to Dorridge (Option A – C) 

A. Option A: Blythe Valley Park to Dorridge Station, incorporating a temporary 

trial closure of Gate Lane to general traffic. 

 
B. Option B: Blythe Valley Park to Dorridge Station, incorporating A3400 

Stratford Road, Box Trees Road, Earlswood Road and Grange Road. 

 
C. Option C: Blythe Valley to Dorridge Station, incorporating Kineton Lane, Box 

Trees Road, Earlswood Road and Grange Road. 

3.4 Consultation Outcomes 

3.4.1 The results for the Monkspath proposal were 40% supportive, 44% unsupportive and 
15% were undecided / neutral. Dorridge proposals had 39% positive sentiment with 
52% who were unsupportive and 9% neutral. 

Blythe Valley Park to Monkspath 

3.4.2 Respondents support for encouraging active travel is 39% in support and 40% non-
supportive, with 21% undecided. It is anticipated that a number of the 21% neutral 
could be swayed with the right behavioural change campaign to support infrastructure 
proposals.  

3.4.3 At present most respondents do not use active travel. This presents a unique 
opportunity to target a large proportion of residents to change their travel behaviour.  
158 respondents never walk or cycle, compared to 110 that do so one or more times a 
week. 

3.4.4 Safety features highly on the survey, with 44% in support of proposals compared to 
38% who stated that they disagreed and are unsupportive. Second ranked was 



 

 
 

directness; reduced journey time was ranked third and comfort and increase in active 
travel use respectively followed as fourth and fifth.  

3.4.5 Following Phase 1, the options were ranked in order of priority. Based on a ranked 
priority average, Phase 2 (Hay Lane to Monkspath Hall Road) has the majority of 
support, followed by Phase 4 and Phase 3 respectively.      

3.4.6 In summary, consultation was carried out on the basis that the route from Blythe 
Valley to Monkspath Hall Road Roundabout (Phase 1) was required to support future 
phases connecting to Monkspath and further afield. The responses demonstrate that 
there is support for a safer route between BVP and Monkspath and there is an 
opportunity to change behaviour for the neutral voting residents. On balance, officers 
consider that the first Phase (1) route should be constructed from BVP to Monkspath 
Hall Road. Within the available funding envelope, the route should be continued along 
Phase 2 (Hay Lane to Monkspath Hall Road) if funds remain.  

Blythe Valley Park to Dorridge 

3.4.7 The consultation attracted 497 individual responses with 4,659 visitors to the 
CommonPlace website. Again, the number of people (9%) with a neutral response is 
high suggesting that respondents could change their opinion over time.  

3.4.8 The potential for a temporary road closure on Gate Lane has 54% in favour and 46% 
not in favour. A robust monitoring plan would be put in place to investigate the impact 
of a closure on the surrounding network.  

3.4.9 There are several consistent themes and trends. Support for a temporary closure of 
Gate Lane is favourable. Those that are against the closure are concerned about 
safety issues from additional displacement of traffic to surrounding roads (particularly 
Box Trees Road / Earlswood Road Junction). Given the strength of local opinion, 
officers have commissioned a review of the junction.  

3.4.10 Objections to a closure of Gate Lane were due to it being the route to access Shirley 
and the M42.  A trial closure would enable Officers to assess the impact throughout 
the minimum 12-month trial period. 

3.4.11 Respondents most desirable outcome from active travel routes is safety and 
directness. Safe active travel routes can increase usage. 48% believe the proposals 
will discourage active travel, however it may be that these respondents are focused on 
Gate Lane remaining open as it forms part of their vehicular journey. A temporary 
closure will assist in understanding the real impact and enable robust monitoring to be 
undertaken to assess this. 

3.4.12 In summary, whilst the consultation response at the highest level is unsupportive of 
any type of active travel scheme connecting BVP with Dorridge, more detailed 
analysis is recommended. The consultation shows that there is support overall for a 
closure of Gate Lane, on a trial basis, and safety is the single factor that most people 
have concerns over. The various options (A – C) demonstrate that Gate Lane is the 
highest priority. The other options would not be favourable for motorists and cyclists 
alike, which may be why residents are not in favour of the whole project. 



 

 
 

3.4.13 The costs for the other two options (Kineton Lane and Box Trees Road) present 
challenges in providing a safe and direct route. The general consensus is that Gate 
Lane is the desired option, however, some respondents are apprehensive due to 
existing traffic being displaced to other parts of the network. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 The evidence gathered through previous studies and the transport assessment 
undertaken for BVP has identified the need for the connection to Monkspath and 
Dorridge.  Safety is also identified in numerous policy documents as the key barrier to 
cycling. The introduction of high-quality cycle provision, through the connections to 
Monkspath and Dorridge, will address safety issues and enable more people to take 
up active travel, as well as providing greater connectivity to the wider walking and 
cycling network. 

4.2 Officers have considered these routes in the context of the Section 106 agreement 
which ringfences funding for specific improvements to Monkspath and Dorridge. The 
phases of the Monkspath Route were selected following detailed work, which 
identified the benefit that this change would bring. It will allow for the routes to connect 
into existing walking and cycling routes, providing both a continuous and safe route.  
The Gate Lane option is considered vital as a trial scheme to understand impacts. The 
options for the Dorridge route were selected by undertaking a comparison exercise to 
identify the risks and benefits of the options, as individual routes to recognise the 
potential of each. The effects of the temporary trial closure will be closely monitored 
and assessed. Formal objections to the order can be made in the first 6 months of the 
trial period.  The decision to make the scheme permanent must be made 18 months 
after the trial has come into force based on the evidence from the monitoring strategy 
and the objections received.  

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 Blythe Valley Park to Monkspath 

5.1.1 The preferred option and phasing are recommended based on the outcome of the 
consultation.  The connection from BVP to Monkspath is required to enable future 
construction of the next phases (2, 4 and 3). Phase 2 (connection to Hay Lane and 
Monkspath Hall Road) would be built following construction of Phase 1.  This is 
subject to the availability of funding once Phase 1 is constructed.  All future phases 
will be taken forward only if there is funding available.  

5.2 Blythe Valley Park to Dorridge 

5.2.1 The preferred option for the Dorridge route is a 12-month minimum temporary closure 
of Gate Lane.  The consultation outcome results showed overall support for the 
closure, and it also ranked as the highest priority based on an average weighting. 

5.2.2 From the consultation, officers have gathered evidence to support the closure. This is 
still a challenging option, as the relocation of traffic to surrounding roads is a concern 
that has been raised. To inform a permanent decision we propose to implement a 
robust monitoring exercise by undertaking traffic counts, delays and journey times.  In 



 

 
 

this way we will have an informed view of conditions before a final decision is made on 
whether to make the closure of Gate Lane permanent after a minimum of 12 months 
operation.    

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

Cycling infrastructure will provide direct 
continuous connectivity between key local 
economic centres and the town centre.  

Environment: 
4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

Provision of cycling infrastructure provides a 
choice of mode. Uplift in cycling levels as a 
result will have a direct impact on improving 
air quality and reducing carbon emissions 
resulting in a modal shift from car to cycling. 

People and Communities: 
7. Take action to improve life chances in 

our most disadvantaged communities. 
8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

Cycling will improve the health and 
wellbeing of residents by providing an 
affordable, sustainable and healthier mode 
of travel. 

 

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 Following a site walk with the Cabinet Portfolio Holder, Officers briefed Ward 
Members for Dorridge and Hockley Heath on 9th / 10th June 2022.  Shirley Members 
were briefed on 14th June 2022 and Blythe Members were briefed on 16th June 2022.  
Opposition Members were also briefed on 16th June 2022.   

6.2.2 Several consultation techniques were used to engage with the public, key 
stakeholders, and organisations to encourage engagement and participation and 
healthy feedback to the proposals, as presented.  In addition, officers presented to the 
Dorridge Districts Residents Association (DDRA) at their Committee meeting on 27th 
June 2022. 

6.2.3 The consultation period ran from Monday 4th July 2022 to Friday 5th August 2022. 
This was undertaken by members of the Councils’ Highway Infrastructure Project 
Design Team. The consultation provided the opportunity for the community and 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

stakeholders to influence the design process and provide key information, the different 
options and associated impacts in the area. 

6.2.4 The consultation was carried out through traditional and online methods. Officers 
launched the CommonPlace web portal page on Monday 4th July 2022 which was 
open to responses until 5th August 2022.  

6.2.5 Officers carried out face-to-face consultation sessions on 14th July 2022 and 21st July 
2022. The first session was held in the evening at St Philips Church Centre, Dorridge 
with Officers also stationed outside St James Church Hall. The event on 21st July 
2022 was a drop-in session held in Dorridge.  

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 As outlined earlier in the report there is £790,000 of Section 106 developer funding 
(from Blythe Valley Business Park re-development) secured to progress and 
implement phase 1.   

6.3.2 The Section 106 developer funding cannot be used for anything other than the Active 
Travel connections identified as cycling improvements in the Section 106 agreement. 

6.3.3 Future phases of the proposed Blythe Valley Park to Monkspath scheme beyond the 
first phase are all subject to further funding being identified although phase 2 could be 
progressed with current developer funding if there is remaining funding available 
following implementation of Phase 1.  

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 None 

6.5 Risk implications: 

6.5.1 Based on the available information it is the officers' opinion that there are no net “Red” 
risks to the Council associated with the recommendation of the report. The Corporate 
Risk Management Approach has been complied with to identify and assess the 
significant risks associated with this decision / project. This includes (but is not limited 
to) political, legislation and reputation risks.  

6.5.2 The Approach is not intended to eliminate all risks and not all the risks identified can 

be managed all the time. Also, risks will still exist that have not been identified. 

None. 

7. List of appendices referred to 

7.1 Appendix A:  Plan of Phase 1 connection 

7.2 Appendix B:  Plan of proposed Gate Lane closure 

8. Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 Blythe Valley to Monkspath Consultation Outcomes Report August 2022 



 

 
 

9. Blythe Valley to Dorridge Consultation Outcomes Report August 2022 
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10.1 None 

 
 
 
  



 

 
 

Appendix A:  Phase 1:  Blythe Valley to Monkspath Active Travel Connection 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

Appendix B:  Proposed Gate Lane Closure 
 
 

 


